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NPDES Stormwater 

Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) 

REPORT OF MEETING 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 2012 

10:00 to NOON 

CITY OF SOUTH SAN FRANCISCO 

 

1. INTRODUCTIONS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, ADOPTION OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

REPORT, AND AGENDA REVISIONS  

Self-introductions were made.  Jon Konnan with EOA indicated he had not received any comments 

on the draft TAC roles and responsibilities guidance document but the group agreed to extend the 

comment period and revisit approval at the March meeting.  Jon also indicated three documents 

regarding ongoing compliance tasks and upcoming permit deadlines were posted on the password-

protected portion of the flowstobay website.  Jon reminded the group that an update on the Regional 

Monitoring Coalition was going to be submitted to the Regional Board on 3/15 and that jurisdictional 

Special Projects update forms were also due to the Regional Board on 3/15, but that EOA would be 

compiling the submittals on behalf of the jurisdictions prior to the 15th.  Rich Napier, C/CAG 

Executive Director, highlighted the need for management level involvement in the stormwater 

program and requested feedback on interest in a countywide Proposition 218 effort to increase 

stormwater funding.  There was discussion on whether any new assessments on the property tax roll 

would replace existing assessments or be in addition.  Meeting minutes from December and January 

were approved.  There were no revisions to the agenda. 

2. PRESENTATIONS 

A. CONSIDER CONVENING AN AD-HOC WORKGROUP OF POTABLE WATER 

PURVEYORS  

Matt Fabry, Countywide Program Coordinator, informed the group about the Regional Board’s 

desire to develop a new permit for water purveyors, under which municipalities that are water 

purveyors would be required to seek coverage.  Given this news and the CII Subcommittee’s 

recommendation for creating an ad hoc water purveyor workgroup to discuss Provision C.15 

requirements for planned and unplanned potable water discharges, Matt suggested convening a 

workgroup of municipal water purveyors to provide feedback and input on these issues.  Staff 

from Redwood City and East Palo Alto volunteered to be part of the group. 

B. TRASH - WORKGROUP REPORT & FOLLOW-UP TO FEBRUARY 1 SUBMITTALS  

Jon provided an update on the next steps regarding the two regional trash document submittals 

and jurisdictions’ short term trash load reduction plans.  EOA reviewed all of the San Mateo short 

term plans and found most proposed measures that would achieve between 40-50% reductions 

based on the crediting and load reduction tracking methodologies in the regional report.  Board 

staff is now reviewing the documents and have posted both the BASMAA regional reports and all 

of the short term plans on their website for review and comment by March 20.  Chris Sommers, 

as the BASMAA Trash Committee Chair, encouraged Board staff to start their review with the 

regional reports – he anticipates BASMAA will receive comments around April 1.  The 

BASMAA Trash Committee also agreed to pursue a fourth round of trash collection and 

quantification for the baseline loading estimates given the unusually dry winter.  BASMAA will 

work to respond to Regional Board comments and incorporate the new field data with anticipated 

resubmittal around the time Annual Reports are due in September, with an expectation the 

jurisdictional short term plans would be revised and resubmitted in February 2013.  BASMAA is 
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also looking at partnering with the San Francisco Estuary Partnership to pursue additional trash 

capture funding from the recently announced U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Water 

Quality Improvement Fund grant opportunities.  Given the complexity, cost, and importance of 

the trash requirements, the group agreed TAC representatives should be cc’d on information 

provided to the Countywide Program’s Trash Work Group.  Municipal representatives expressed 

concern about Regional Board staff potentially requesting changes in any of the proposed credits 

or load reduction tracking methodologies given the difficulty and timing of municipalities 

committing to actions that will ensure compliance with the 40% reduction mandate in the permit.  

Some jurisdictions also felt a “pre-assurance” letter from Regional Board staff that confirmed 

resultant trash reduction credits would be helpful prior to considering installing large capture 

devices due to the high cost of design and installation.  Jurisdictions are concerned they would go 

through the significant effort and expense to install a large device only to find out afterward that 

Regional Board staff would not allow as much trash reduction credit as anticipated.  The group 

discussed potential ways the Countywide Program’s vehicle license funding could be used to 

assist jurisdictions with trash management requirements.  It was also noted that County Health is 

preparing an EIR for a plastic bag ban ordinance with the intent that all jurisdictions in the 

County adopt the same ordinance with enforcement by County Health.  Tim Swillinger indicated 

he is accepting Spring Cleanup information for posting on the Countywide Program website.   

 

C. UPDATE ON PCBs AND MERCURY PILOT STUDIES  

Jon provided an update on the Countywide Program’s and BASMAA’s efforts in meeting the 

permit requirements for mercury and PCBs pilot studies.  He summarized revised plans for a 

diversion of stormwater to the sanitary sewer (per MRP Provisions C.11/12.f) in San Carlos that 

will closely model similar efforts at the Ettie St. Pump Station in Oakland.  The project will focus 

on collecting monitoring data to allow for calculating loads of PCBs and mercury that pass 

through the pump station and estimating the cost-effectiveness of diverting larger amounts of 

stormwater in the future.  BASMAA agencies will also evaluate opportunities to conduct 

"operational diversions" (e.g., street or pipe flushing to POTW) as part of municipal O&M 

enhancement pilot projects that will be implemented separately in compliance with MRP 

Provisions C.11/12.d.  The desktop analysis currently underway will inform conceptual planning 

of the municipal O&M enhancement pilot projects.  Regional Board staff appears to be more 

comfortable with the level of effort of the various programs on the diversion projects given this 

information.  Jon also briefly discussed plans for a project that will be designed to meet MRP 

requirements for a green street and a treatment retrofit for PCB reduction on Bransten Road in 

San Carlos. EOA staff is working with City staff to evaluate options for both projects.   

 

D. BASMAA/CASQA UPDATE – MATT/JON 

1) Annual Report Review by Regional Water Board Staff 

Regional Board AEO Tom Mumley reported at the January BASMAA Board of Directors 

meeting that his staff is in process of reviewing certain sections of 10/11 Annual Report 

(e.g., municipal operations - pump station reporting, pesticides, C.3 new development, C.4, 

C.5 and C.6).  Thus far no red flags but requests for clarification may continue. 

2) Statewide Stormwater Coalition 

Matt provided an overview of the Coalition and its foundation in Phase II municipal 

stormwater permitting – recommended jurisdictions not consider becoming partners in the 

Coalition at this time as it is unclear how the two proposed Senate Bills (964 & 965) the 

Coalition is sponsoring would impact future permitting efforts under the MRP. 

3) Permit Fees 

Matt indicated a letter on the State Board fee increase issues from the Santa Clara Valley 

Urban Runoff Pollution Prevention Program to its local legislative delegation led to an 
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invitation for San Mateo and Santa Clara program managers to meet with 

Assemblymember Rich Gordon to discuss.  The meeting will be on March 9.   

4) Other 

Matt provided a brief update on the status of the Feasibility/Infeasibility submittal and 

feedback from the Regional Board. 

 

3. SUBCOMMITTEE AND WORKGROUP REPORTS – Attendees were directed to reports 

included in the agenda package.  No updates provided at meeting due to lack of time. 

A. PUBLIC INFORMATION/PARTICIPATION 

B. COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL AND ILLICIT DISCHARGE 

C. NEW DEVELOPMENT 

D. MUNICIPAL MAINTENANCE ACTIVITIES 

1) MUNICIPAL MAINTENANCE SUBCOMMITTEE 

2) TRASH WORKGROUP – COVERED UNDER ITEM 2.B ABOVE 

3) PARKS MAINTENANCE & IPM WORKGROUP 

E. WATERSHED ASSESSMENT AND MONITORING 

 

4. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

There were no members of the public at the meeting. 

5. NEXT MEETING 

The next TAC meeting will be held on March 20 at 10 am at a location to be determined.  

MEETING ADJOURNED 


